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inquiry into the conditions in which cholera made its appear-
ance, the progress of the epidemic, its mode of propagation,
intensity, and duration. It also affirmed the desirability of
establishing an International Board of Health, as also muni-
cipal boards, on the model of that of Brussels, in the large
towns. A note was read from M. Bourquet, of Aix, showing
that cholera was not imported into that town by refugees
from Toulon or Marseilles.

QUARANTINE AND INFECTED PORTS.

THE following notifications appear in the London Gazette
of Aug. 29th and Sept. 2nd.
Five days’ quarantine has been proclaimed at Bahia on

arrivals from Europe.
Arrivals from Italy are subjected in Austro-Hungarian

ports to ten days’ quarantine if free from sickness, or to
twenty days or more in contrary cases.

Arrivals at Algiers from all French and foreign ports in the
Mediterranean, comprising Gibraltar and Tangiers, except
Algeria and Tunis, will be subject to a quarantine of seven
fall days. Vessels having been seven days at sea without
putting into port will be subject, on their arrival at Algeria,
to a simple quarantine of observation of one day to three
days.
Vessels arriving at Spanish ports direct from Newfoundland

(their original starting-point not being France) are subject,
if with clean bills of health, to three days’ observation in
the port of discharge.
At St. Thomas arrivals from North Africa have to undergo

quarantine, as also have ships arriving from English and
French Windward Islands which have direct or indirect
communication by steamers with Europe.
The period of duration for quarantine for vessels leaving

the Italian peninsula for the islands of Sicily, Sardinia, and
other adjacent islands has been raise to twenty-one days.

Arrivals in Roumania from French Mediterranean or

Italian ports have to perform quarantine at Soulina or
Kustenje.
At Constantinople the ten days’ quarantine on arrivals

from the Black Sea has not been enforced. At Kavak pas-
senger vessels undergo five days’ quarantine.
Quarantine is applied to vessels arriving at the islands of

Sicily and Sardinia from the French ports in the Medi-
terranean, Algeria, and the Regency of Tunis.
At Dunkirk all vessels from Italian ports undergo twenty-

four hours’ observation.
Vessels from Spezia are subject in other ports of Italy to a

preventive observation of ten days.
At Odessa all vessels from Italy are to undergo fourteen

days’ quarantine, irrespective of that which may have been
performed at other ports en route.
All vessels arriving in Norway from Belgium, Holland,

and German North Sea ports must undergo medical exami-
nation before being allowed to communicate with the shore.
The quarantine regulations applving to Sicily and

Sardinia apply also to the island of Elba.
At the Hague all the French ports in the Mediterranean,

as well as the Italian ports extending from the French
frontier as far as and including Civita Vecchia, have been
declared to be infected with cholera.
At New Orleans the period of quarantine will, from and

after Sept. 15th, be reduced from forty to ten days.
Vessels proceeding from cholera-infected ports and arriving

at Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, after being less than
forty davs at sea, will be absolutely excluded from these
ports as long as cholera shall continue to show itself at the
place of departure.
All persons arriving in Russia from France and Italy

must be provided with certificates from Russian consular
officers that they have not been at any of the infected
localities within three weeks of their departure for Russia.

DISUSED BURIAL-GROUNDS.-The disused burial-
ground surrounding the parish church in Upper.street,
Islington, is to be converted into a public recreation ground,
at an estimated cost of f,1100, half of which will be defrayed !

by the Metropolitan Board of Works, and the other moiety
by the vestry of Islington. The space, an acre and a half,
is to be well turfed and provided with a few flower beds.

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON
PRISONS IN IRELAND.

IN our issue of August 23rd we briefly alluded to the
above, but the text requires more than a passing notice,
as it involves charges in the administration of a compre-
hensive character. Passing over the first part of the report,
as not directly affecting the medical treatment of prisoners,
we come to the 56th paragraph, where the status of gaol
surgeons is laid down. We notice that the commissioners
have apparently failed to realise that at present there are
actually three classes of medical officers-viz., (1) those
appointed before 1877, who are surgeons to their respective
county infirmaries ; (2) those who were likewise appointed
previous to the passing of the Prisons Act, but are not
infirmary surgeons; (3) those appointed by the Lord Lieu.
tenant since the passing of the Act. The tenure of office of
the first two classes was explicitly laid down in the 27th
section of the Prisons Act, and it will be within the remem-
brance of our readers that the ill-advised action of the
chairman of the General Prisons Board in issuing a circular
on May 3rd, 1879, stating that their tenure of office ceased
to exist after the passing of the Prisons Act, occasioned a
rupture with the several medical officers, necessitating on
their part joint action, and even requiring them to threaten
legal proceedings in case their status should be questioned.
We regret therefore to find that this point has been not fully
taken into consideration, as evidenced by the few introductory
words of the 56th paragraph. After paying a well-deserved
compliment to their general character, the paragraph states
that the commissioners report that there is considerable friction
between the medical officers and "the botrd. " If by "the
board " the commissioners allude to the chairman, we unhesi.
tatingly accept the dictum; but between the medical officers
and the vice-chairman and Mr. O’Brien (the third mem-
ber) there has not been any friction ; and we go further, and
state that at no time was there the slightest friction between
the late chairman, Sir W. Crofton, or the present hon. mem-
ber, Sir J. Lentaigne. When a body of men holding the
social and professional status in their respective counties, such
as the existing medical officers of prisons, are coolly informed
that their offices are vacant, when subsequently to this they
are treated with persistent discourtesy, when their sugges-
tions are ignored, and their duties as defined by Act of
Parliament altered to suit the caprice of one person, a cer-
tain amount of friction must ensue. As we stated in an
article (Dec. 8th) on the Royal Commission: "The board
failed to conciliate their medical officers"; and further on,
" their failure to effect this may rest to a great extent on
the personnel of the board." The report of the commission
throws new light on this "friction," for, as we read at para-
graph 29, "it is in evidence that there has been for some
time an entire suspension of communication, except in
writing, between the chairman of the board and the in-
spector of his district." The inspector alluded to is remark-
able for his efficiency and courtesy.
Paragraph 52 deals with the "friction" with Mr. Mac

G. Eager, the governor of Limerick prison, in which case
the Lord Lieutenant had actually to reverse the mandate of
the board. We are aware of instances in which the chair-
man when inspector-general of prisons had very considerable
"friction" with gaol boards of superintendence, and it is
even now generally considered that there has been "friction"

, between the chairman and another member of the board.
In paragraph 29 the report states " that upon the evidence

, before us it may well be questioned whether some of the
: principal authorities of the Irish Prison Service manifest

towards one another that spirit of cordial co-operation which
. always contributes so much to the successful working of a
. public department." This indicates where the commis-
L sioners were of opinion the friction lay, and we regret that

they did not apportion their blame in an honest and straight-
- forward manner.
. 

In February, 1883, the honorary secretary of the Associa-
- tion of Gaol Surgeons in Ireland forwarded, at the request
, of Sir R. Cross, an exhaustive statement to the commission,
, dealing with many points in connexion with the subject,
t amongst others, the daily visits to prisoners on extra
r diet ordered by the chairman, the rule requiring their
, attendance before twelve o’clock, the refusal of the board to

supply them with the ordinary instruments necessary for


